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and often inappropriate behaviors of the men-
tally ill who can become a danger to them-
selves or others if they do not take their medi-
cation on a regular basis. 

I also urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
676, ‘‘The United States National Health Care 
Act,’’ which would create a universal health 
care system where all mental health services 
would be fully covered, and there would be 
optimal funding for mental health facilities so 
the mentally ill could receive the long term and 
appropriate care needed to get well, and have 
a better quality of life. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in support of H. 
Res. 1258, in expressing support for designa-
tion of May 2010 as Mental Health Month. 

The time has come to pay special recogni-
tion to the needs and shortfalls that are asso-
ciated with mental health in the United States. 
Mental health and the well-being of people of 
the United States is a critical issue that affects 
not only quality of life, but also the health of 
communities, families, and economic stability. 
Often it is the youngest among us, our chil-
dren, which suffer from the lingering stigma of 
mental illness. Words, that make fun of those 
diagnosed with mental health can sometimes 
create a sense of shame, feelings of guilt, and 
loss of self esteem. 

Statistically, the figures associated with 
mental health are quite staggering. It is esti-
mated that more than 57 million people in the 
United States suffer from mental illness. Fur-
thermore, 1 in 5 children and adolescents 
have a diagnosable mental order. And in 2005 
alone, over 32,000 individuals died by suicide 
in the United States, nearly twice the rate of 
homicide. The goals of Mental Health Month 
are to bring these figures to light in order to 
draw more attention and support for address-
ing this health crisis. 

From my time as a psychiatric nurse in the 
Dallas Veteran Affair’s Hospital, I know first-
hand the burden placed upon those who serve 
in our armed forces suffering from mental ill-
ness. More than a quarter of the members of 
the United States Armed Forces suffer from 
psychological or neurological injuries sus-
tained from combat, including major depres-
sion and post-traumatic stress disorder. For 
far too long the disparities of taking care of 
our veterans in regards to mental health went 
unaddressed, and too many suffered because 
of it. 

In closing, I encourage all organizations and 
health practitioners to use Mental Health 
Month as an opportunity to promote mental 
well-being and awareness, ensure access to 
appropriate services, and support overall qual-
ity of life for those living with mental illness. 

Ms. MATSUI. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
MATSUI) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 1258, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 

Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman 
Williams, one of his secretaries. 

f 

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY TO FAMI-
LIES OF SOUTH KOREAN SEA-
MEN KILLED BY NORTH KOREA 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
1382) expressing sympathy to the fami-
lies of those killed by North Korea in 
the sinking of the Republic of Korea 
Ship Cheonan, and solidarity with the 
Republic of Korea in the aftermath of 
this tragic incident. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1382 

Whereas, on March 26, 2010, the Republic of 
Korea Ship (ROKS) Cheonan was sunk by an 
external explosion in the vicinity of 
Baengnyeong Island, Republic of Korea; 

Whereas of the 104 members of the crew of 
the ROKS Cheonan, 46 were killed in this in-
cident, including 6 lost at sea; 

Whereas, on April 25, 2010, the Government 
of the Republic of Korea commenced a 5-day 
period of mourning for these 46 sailors; 

Whereas, on May 20, 2010, the Government 
of the Republic of Korea released an inter-
national investigation report on the cir-
cumstances surrounding the sinking of the 
ROKS Cheonan; 

Whereas the report, conducted by 74 ex-
perts, including 24 from the international 
community and 50 from the Republic of 
Korea, found conclusive evidence that the 
sinking of the ROKS Cheonan was the result 
of a torpedo attack made by North Korea, in 
clear violation of the Korean War Armistice 
Agreement; 

Whereas the alliance between the United 
States and the Republic of Korea has been a 
vital anchor for security and stability in 
Asia for more than 50 years; and 

Whereas the United States and the Repub-
lic of Korea are bound together by the shared 
values of democracy and the rule of law: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) expresses its sympathy and condolences 
to the families and loved ones of the sailors 
of the Republic of Korea Ship (ROKS) 
Cheonan who were killed in action on March 
26, 2010; 

(2) stands in solidarity with the people and 
the Government of the Republic of Korea in 
the aftermath of this tragic incident; 

(3) reaffirms its enduring commitment to 
the alliance between the Republic of Korea 
and the United States and to the security of 
the Republic of Korea; 

(4) supports the findings and conclusions of 
the investigation report released by the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Korea on May 20, 
2010; 

(5) condemns North Korea in the strongest 
terms for sinking the ROKS Cheonan; 

(6) calls for an apology by North Korea for 
its hostile acts and a commitment by North 
Korea never to violate the Korean War Armi-
stice Agreement again; 

(7) urges the international community to 
provide all necessary support to the Republic 
of Korea as the Government of the Republic 
of Korea prepares to respond to the actions 
committed by North Korea, which led to 
sinking of the ROKS Cheonan; 

(8) urges the international community to 
fully and faithfully implement all United 
Nations Security Council Resolutions per-
taining to security on the Korean Peninsula, 
including United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1695 (2006), United Nations Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1718 (2006), and 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 
1874 (2009); and 

(9) further urges the United States, in co-
ordination with its allies and partners, to 
take other appropriate actions in response to 
the sinking of the ROKS Cheonan and other 
hostile acts of North Korea. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) 
and the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from American Samoa. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the resolution under consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from American Samoa? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam 

Speaker, I rise in strong support of this 
resolution, and I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, on March 26, 2010, a 
South Korean naval ship, the Cheonan, 
was on a routine mission in waters off 
the west coast of South Korea. At 9:22 
p.m., an explosion ripped through the 
Cheonan’s hull. The ship tilted 90 de-
grees to starboard and it sank. Of the 
104 members of the crew on board, 46 
sailors died that evening. 

Madam Speaker, our hearts go out 
for the 46 brave Korean soldiers who 
lost their lives in this tragedy. Again, 
we express our deepest sympathies and 
condolences to the families and loved 
ones of these 46 brave sailors, and may 
their families be comforted with the 
fact that my colleagues here in this 
Chamber share their pain and sorrow. 
And we remember well what the Lord 
said in his Sermon on the Mount: 
‘‘Blessed are they who mourn, for they 
shall be comforted.’’ 

Madam Speaker, despite the imme-
diate suspicion that North Korea was 
responsible for the attack and the 
shocking loss of life, the Republic of 
South Korea reacted calmly and delib-
erately. As the country mourned its 
dead, the government formed a Joint 
Civilian-Military Investigation Group 
to assess the cause of the explosion. 
The 74-member team, which included 24 
experts from the United States, Swe-
den, the United Kingdom, and Aus-
tralia, spent several weeks examining 
the evidence as objectively and sci-
entifically as possible. 
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